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At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 26th May 2009, there were present: 

Councillor

Mrs S Merrikin  (Mayor)




Mr   C Howell  (Deputy Mayor)




Mrs C Allaway-Martin




Mr   D Atherley




Mrs N Hughes 




Mr   C Lusty




Mrs H Lusty




Mrs J Morgan




Mr   M Weston



Also present:

District Councillor


Mrs G Bensted

Gloucestershire Constabulary
Insp C Thorley






PC J Evans

PUBLIC FORUM
One member of the public was present, but as there were no questions, the Public Forum closed at 7.01pm.

23.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors Elsmore, Kay, Thorne and Phelps.

24.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Atherley, Howell and H Lusty declared a personal interest in Item 35 on the Agenda.

25. TO ELECT THE MAYOR OF COLEFORD

The Mayor, Cllr Merrikin, stood down from the Chair and the Clerk asked members for nominations for the position of Mayor for the coming year.  It was proposed that Cllr Merrikin be re-elected for a second year. 


Proposed:  Cllr Weston

Seconded:  Cllr Atherley


The proposal was accepted unanimously.

26.
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE

Cllr Merrikin signed the Declaration of Acceptance. She thanked the Members of 
the Council for their support and said she hoped that the Council could continue to do as much work again in the coming year and would continue to make its mark on the District.

27.
TO ELECT THE DEPUTY MAYOR OF COLEFORD

It was proposed that Cllr Atherley be elected as Deputy Mayor.

Proposed:  Cllr H Lusty
Seconded:  Cllr Allaway-Martin


The proposal was accepted unanimously.

28.

TO ELECT REPRESENTATIVES TO THE FOLLOWING TOWN COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Members were elected to committees as follows:

Office and Finance

Councillors Atherley, Elsmore, Kay, Merrikin, Morgan and Phelps.

Planning 

Councillors Allaway-Martin, Elsmore, Atherley, H Lusty, Hughes and Morgan,

Highways 
Councillors Atherley, Elsmore, Hughes and Weston
Amenities

Councillors Allaway-Martin, Kay, H Lusty, Merrikin and Morgan.

Burial

Councillors Allaway-Martin, Howell, H Lusty and Phelps.

Public Safety

Councillors Allaway-Martin, Atherley, Kay, C Lusty and Merrikin.

REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER COMMITTEES

Members were elected as representatives to other committees as follows:

Forest Health Forum

Vacant

FoDDC Planning & Development Control

Councillors H Lusty, Hughes and Morgan. 

Police & Community Consultative Committee

Councillor Atherley.

Gloucestershire Playing Fields Committee

Councillor Allaway-Martin.

FoDDC Joint Leisure Committee

Councillor Merrikin.

Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum

Councillor Howell.

Gloucestershire Rural Transport Partnership

Councillor Elsmore.

St. John’s Junior School Governors

Councillor H Lusty.

Christmas Lights Committee

Councillor H Lusty

REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER COMMITTEES
The William Jones Charity

Councillors C Lusty and H Lusty

The Halls Charity

Councillors Elsmore, C Lusty, H Lusty and Thorne.

Citizens’ Advice Bureau

Vacant.

Crime Reduction Group

Councillor Phelps.

Wye Valley AONB

Councillor Atherley.
Forestry Commission Advisory Committee

Councillor Atherley.

Stowfield Quarry Liaison Committee

Councillor Weston.

Coleford Area Partnership

Vacant.

Coleford Area Parish Forum

Vacant.

Bells Foundation

Councillors C Lusty and Morgan. 

29.
TO REVIEW AND ADOPT STANDING ORDERS

Members noted the Standing Orders and it was proposed that they be adopted for the forthcoming year. 


Proposed:  Cllr Howell



Seconded:  Cllr H Lusty


The proposal was accepted unanimously.

30.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Item 16. Burial Committee. Para 4, line 2:  After “Cllr H Lusty” insert “informed”

Subject to the amendment above, it was proposed that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 29th April 2009 be approved and signed by the Mayor.


Proposed:  Cllr Atherley

Seconded:  Cllr C Lusty


The proposal was accepted unanimously.

31.
MATTERS ARISING

The Clerk reported that the redundant telegraph pole in Woodville Avenue had at last been removed by BT.

The Clerk reported that replies on outstanding matters had now been received from District Councillor Molyneaux.  Members were pleased to note that the District Council had no plans to introduce enforcement charges in the car parks.  However Members were concerned that the District Council still planned to go ahead with the closure of the Tourist Information Centre in Coleford 

Members noted the invitation to a meeting at the District Council offices.  It was agreed that a further letter should be sent to Cllr Molyneaux inviting him to attend a meeting of the Town Council. 

32.
PROVISION OF TOILETS IN COLEFORD

The Mayor welcomed Mr Stuart Clapham to the meeting but expressed her surprise and frustration that Mr Kendall had not attended also, particularly as it emerged that Mr Clapham had only recently been appointed on a 4-month contract and had no background in the subject.

Mr Clapham said that recently acquired estimated costs for replacing the town’s toilet facilities amounted to £128,828.  However there was only approximately £50,000 in the District Council’s budget plus a grant of £10,000 available from the County Council.  This left a significant shortfall in funding.  He said that he had been unable to find any record of a commitment by the District Council to ring-fence funds from the sale of the Newland Street toilets to help fund the project.

On behalf of the Council, the Mayor said she was appalled at the amount of money that had been wasted over the years by the District Council on drawing up plans for the toilets.  The lack of proper record keeping by the District Council was also a disgrace but came as no great surprise given the track record so far.  The apparent lack of an audit trail was disturbing and warranted investigation.  She said that the Town Council had a full record of all dealings on the subject and invited Mr Clapham to visit the office to view the documents.  Mr Clapham agreed to make an appointment with the Clerk in the morning.  

Members noted the invoice from the District Council for the cleaning of public toilets for the year ending 31st March 2009 and which amounted to £4,920.  The Clerk commented that the cost for the one toilet block was very nearly as much as the cost used to be when the Newland Street toilets were being cleaned as well. Members agreed that a more detailed breakdown of costs was required and also agreed that the current standard of cleaning was very poor.

It was proposed that payment should be withheld until satisfactory explanations were received from the District Council.


 Proposed:  Cllr Atherley



Seconded:  Cllr Weston


The proposal was accepted unanimously.


33.
POLICE REPORT

Inspector Thorley said that while there had been an overall increase in crime of 7%, the actual numbers were small.  He cited cases involving actual bodily harm and said that of 63 cases reported, just 14 were drink related.  The majority were domestic and neighbour disputes and were naturally more difficult to predict or 
prevent.

Cllr H Lusty said she had heard from an elderly lady who had contacted the police following an incident.  Although she had been promised a police visit, no one had called.  Inspector Thorley asked for the details and said he would investigate.

Cllr Allaway-Martin asked if there was any evidence of an increase in shop lifting, especially from charity shops.  Inspector Thorley said there had been a problem in Gloucester and a “ShopWatch” scheme had been set up and had been largely successful in tacking the problem.  The schemes operated by sharing information between traders for which there was an annual fee.

The Mayor said that she had attended a recent Neighbourhood Panel meeting.  Arising from this it had been agreed to install a “Mosquito” alarm at Pyart’s Court to try to combat youth vandalism.

Inspector Thorley said he was aware of drug use problems on the lane in the Angus Buchanan Recreation Ground leading to the King George V Playing Fields and local patrols were being used to try to deal with this.  He would also investigate other problem areas highlighted by Members.

34.
CLOSURE OF POLICE RECEPTION AREAS

Members noted the written response from Mark Harper MP.  The Clerk also reported that she had had a telephone call from the Assistant Chief Constable inviting Council representatives to a meeting in Gloucester.  No response had as yet been received to the letter sent to the Home Secretary.

The Mayor said that she had consulted with other Mayors in the Forest and it had been agreed that, as a public servant, the Chief Constable had a duty to come and meet the elected representatives in the Forest.

After discussion it was agreed that the Mayor should continue to liaise with the other Mayors and to consider sending an open letter to the Chief Constable inviting him again to a meeting in the Forest.  The open letter would be made available to the Press, TV and radio stations.

District Councillor Bensted left the meeting at 8.15pm

35.
STORAGE OF FURNITURE IN KGV CONTAINER

Members noted the request from Churches Together for permission to store donated items of furniture in the container at King George V Playing Fields.  The furniture would be used to help people in difficult domestic circumstances.


It was proposed that the request be agreed.


 Proposed:  Cllr Morgan



Seconded:  Cllr Hughes


The proposal was accepted unanimously.

36.
MOSAIC TILES IN MUSHET WALK

The Clerk reported that three quotes had been obtained for lifting the tiles in Mushet Walk but none of the contractors had been able to offer a reasonable guarantee that they could be lifted successfully.  In discussion it was suggested that a photographic record of the 
tiles could be made and put on display.  While most Councillors did not have a strong feeling of sentiment towards the tiles, it was recognised that they represented a part of the Town’s history.  It was agreed that public opinion should be gauged through a press release before deciding on further action.

37.
COLEFORD FESTIVAL OF WORDS

Members noted the request to use the Clock Tower during the forthcoming Coleford Festival of Words, 24th June – 4th July. 


It was proposed that the request be agreed.


Proposed:  Cllr H Lusty



Seconded:  Cllr C Lusty


The proposal was accepted unanimously.

38.
FINANCE AND OFFICE COMMITTEE
Members noted the recommendations made by the Committee.  The Clerk reported that an extension of the submission of the end of year figures until the end of September had been agreed by the Auditor.

After discussion, the following recommendations were proposed:

1.
Grant applications: Scouts - nil.

Youth and Community Service - to request more information.


Young Gloucestershire – nil


Molly Jones Uganda trip - £100

2.
That a long term sickness policy be put in place.


Proposed:  Cllr H Lusty



Seconded:  Cllr Atherley


The proposals were accepted unanimously

39.
BURIAL COMMITTEE

Members noted the recommendations made by the Committee.  After discussion, the following recommendations were proposed:

1. A 5% increase in burial charges with effect from 1st July 2009 and to be reviewed by the Burial Committee on 8th September 2009.

That the remainder of the recommendations be referred back to the Burial Committee

Proposed:  Cllr Atherley



Seconded:  Cllr H Lusty


The proposals were accepted unanimously

Councillor Weston left the meeting at 8.55pm.

It was proposed that the meeting be extended for 15 minutes beyond 9.00pm


Proposed:  Cllr Howell



Seconded:  Cllr C Lusty


The proposal was accepted unanimously.

40.
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
Members noted the recommendations made by the Committee.  After discussion, the following recommendations were proposed:

1.
That the response to the FODDC Consultation on Affordable Housing be referred to the Planning Committee.

2.
That a leaflet drop be arranged to explain the County Council Lighting Strategy and request the County Council to hold an exhibition of plans.


Proposed:  Cllr H Lusty



Seconded:  Cllr C Lusty

The proposals were accepted unanimously.

41.
HIGHWAY COMMITTEE


Members noted the actions that Highways had agreed to undertake.
42.
PLANNING COMMITTEE

The decisions made at the Planning Committee meetings held on 28th April and 12th  May 2009 were noted.

43.
MEMBERS REPORTS
The Mayor had attended a number of functions on behalf of the Council:

05/05/09 – Mayor’s Meeting

07/05/09 – Gloucestershire Trefoil Guild AGM in Westbury on Severn

08/05/09 – Thanksgiving Service at Gloucester Cathedral

11/05/09 – Installation of Mayor of Ross on Wye

13/05/09 – Forest Bookshop Award Party in Coleford 

16/05/09 – Annual County YFC Show in Newnham on Severn

23/05/09 – Coleford Football Presentation at the Bowls Club, Coleford 

Cllr Atherley said he had attended the presentation of a cheque on behalf of The Lions for £2,000 to the mobile chemotherapy unit.  He had also attended a presentation at the Forest Bookshop which is in the running to be named the best independent bookseller of the year.

Cllr Howell said that there were plans to upgrade the status of the cycle route into Coleford. In 2011 it would be renamed the Mushet Trail.  It was hope that this would encourage more visitors to the town.  Cllr Howell also said that the District Council would not be taking part in the National Heritage weekend this year.  He also reported that the District Council’s tourism manager, Nicola Greaves, had now left her post.

Cllr H Lusty reported that the Christmas Lights Committee had now invested in low energy light bulbs for the coming year.  She had also attended a Road Safety meeting and would be trained in the use of a speed camera.

Cllr Allaway-Martin reported that Two River Housing had plans for refurbishing the remaining Cornish Homes in Coleford.

45.
CORRESPONDENCE

The items of correspondence received by the Council during the month of May were noted.

46.
PAYMENTS
The payments due during the month of May were noted and agreed.

47.
PETTY CASH PAYMENTS
The list of Petty Cash payments made during the month of May were noted and agreed.

48.
MONTHLY BUDGET FIGURES

The monthly budget figures for May were noted.

The meeting closed at 9.15pm

[image: image2.jpg]